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IS LIFE MEANINGLESS?
ECCLESIASTES 1:1-18 NLT

An overview of my years of preaching titles by names and Books of the Bible

Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 NLT

1 These are the words of the Teacher, King David’s son, who ruled in Jerusalem.

2 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”

3 What do people get for all their hard work under the sun? 

4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth never changes. 

5 The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries around to rise again. 

6 The wind blows south, and then turns north. Around and around it goes, blowing in circles. 

7 Rivers run into the sea, but the sea is never full. Then the water returns again to the rivers and flows out again to the sea. 

8 Everything is wearisome beyond description. No matter how much we see, we are never satisfied. No matter how much we hear, we are not content.

9 History merely repeats itself. It has all been done before. Nothing under the sun is truly new. 

10 Sometimes people say, “Here is something new!” But actually it is old; nothing is ever truly new. 

11 We don’t remember what happened in the past, and in future generations, no one will remember what we are doing now.

12 I, the Teacher, was king of Israel, and I lived in Jerusalem. 

13 I devoted myself to search for understanding and to explore by wisdom everything being done under heaven. I soon discovered that God has dealt a tragic existence to the human race. 

14 I observed everything going on under the sun, and really, it is all meaningless—like chasing the wind.

15 What is wrong cannot be made right.
    What is missing cannot be recovered.

16 I said to myself, “Look, I am wiser than any of the kings who ruled in Jerusalem before me. I have greater wisdom and knowledge than any of them.” 

17 So I set out to learn everything from wisdom to madness and folly. But I learned firsthand that pursuing all this is like chasing the wind.

18 The greater my wisdom, the greater my grief.
    To increase knowledge only increases sorrow.

Important lesson from Ecclesiastes

WITHOUT GOD IN EVERYTHING, EVERYTHING IS MEANINGLESS, EVERYTHING IS NOTHING
Here is what God did for Solomon

2 Chronicles 1:7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said, “What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!” NLT

Ecclesiastes comes from a Hebrew word that gives us “The Teacher” or “The Preacher”

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary says, “Ecclesiastes is one of the most puzzling books of the Bible.”

Ecclesiastes is a story that teaches the answer to the most important questions about life, such as 

· What is my real purpose in life?

· What is real success in life? 

· And how can I live forever? 

Important point

75% of 7,948 STUDENTS SURVEYED SAID THEIR MAIN GOAL WAS FINDING A PURPOSE AND MEANING IN LIFE

If you have not, you should read “The Purpose Driven Life” by Pastor Rick Warren

Example from Ravi Zacharias, “Can Man Live Without God?”

Books by Solomon

· Song of Solomon. A book of love and romance

· Proverbs. A book of wisdom

· Ecclesiastes. A book of regrets

Important point

IF GOD IS NOT IN YOUR LIFE EVERYDAY, YOU WILL REALIZE AS SOLOMON DID, “EVERYTHING IS MEANINGLESS, COMPLETELY MEANINGLESS

Some things you can learn from Ecclesiastes 1

1. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PURPOSE TO LIFE
Ecclesiastes 1:1-3 NLT

And in case you miss the main point in the beginning, Solomon repeats the main point at the very end of the book.

Ecclesiastes 12:8 NLT

8 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless.”

Story about Hana Mandlikova, world tennis champion

MEANINGLESS, VANITY, NOTHING IS WHAT LIFE IS WITHOUT GOD

Solomon discovered that

IF YOU LIVE WITHOUT GOD AND IF YOU DIE WITHOUT GOD, YOU HAVE LIVED AND DIED FOR NOTHING, YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN MEANINGLESS

Remember,

1. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PURPOSE TO LIFE
2. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PROFIT TO LIFE
This means that

WITHOUT GOD AFTER ALL YOUR HARD WORK YOUR NET PROFIT WILL BE ZERO, NOTHING WILL BE GAINED

1. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PURPOSE TO LIFE
2. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PROFIT TO LIFE
3. APART FROM GOD THERE IS NO PURPOSE IN LIFE
Important point

IF THERE IS NOTHING TO LIFE UNDER THE SUN THERE MUST BE SOMETHING TO LIFE ABOVE THE SUN
Augustine said

HE WHO HAS GOD HAS EVERYTHING. HE WHO DOES NOT HAVE GOD HAS NOTHING. 

HE WHO HAS GOD AND EVERYTHING HAS NO MORE THAN HE WHO HAS GOD ALONE

James 4:14b “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” NIV

The point is, today’s funeral will be tomorrow’s memory.

Example of the life of Blaise Pascal, a brilliant French thinker, scientist, mathematician, and inventor. 

John 17:3, the words of Christ:

“And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.” NLT

Dear men and women, the emptiness and futility of life written about in Ecclesiastes 1:2 is true, if you DO NOT HAVE CHRIST AS YOUR SAVIOR: “Everything is meaningless, completely meaningless.” 

In Matthew 18:3-4 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” NLT

Let’s pray.
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